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Quality of Life for Seniors 

Dear Members and Friends, 

As we welcome November, I am filled with gratitude. October was a successful and            
productive month, and we are working hard to wrap up the year with a bang, bringing new, 
fun, needed, and requested services and activities for our membership and community. It has 
also been great to hear so many of your ideas! 

Highlights from this past month: We raised $14,000 at our Fall Fundraiser, and the kitchen 
received a standing ovation for the fantastic meal. The Compass kids and Emily Brigham did 
a great job once again with table service and cleanup. We are so blessed with their continued 
support. Several new volunteers helped run the event, and we received many wonderful    
donations for our auctions from individuals and local businesses. Overall, it was a success. 
We want to extend our heartfelt thanks to the following businesses for their generous        
donations: Kassikôs Brewery, Sportsmanôs Warehouse, Grant Aviation, Peterkin Distributors, 
Alaska Railroad, Fred Meyer, Gamas Designs, Airport Equipment Rentals, Orca Theater,  
Kenai Peninsula CHARR, River City Books, Tides Yoga, Sweeneyôs Clothing, Brothers Caf®, 
The Duck Inn, NorthCountry Fair, Kaladi Brothers, Arbys, Everettôs Acres, Jumpin Junction, 
Smoke Street Tobacco, Porterôs Alaska Adventures, Echo Lake Meats, M&M Market, Frosoôs, 
Hollyôs Artistic Loft, Homer Inn & Spa, Nikiski Fire Department, Danôs TV, AK Skate Shop, 
Rooted North Portrait Studio, Treehouse Restaurant, Phormation Chiropractic, Bella & Be-
yond, Charlieôs Angels Pizza, Frames & Things, Olde Goat Caf®, CTK Kreations, CBC Rentals, 
Safeway, Kenai Vision, The Flats Bistro, and True Loaves. Individual donors included      
Maryann Bassir, Sally Bowen, Myrna Dyer, Wayne Pattison, Cecilia Donelson, Bill & Nicole 
Lockner, Julie Ware, and NSCôs own sewing group, who outdid themselves with the quilt  
donations for this fundraiser 

Nikiski Senior Center has been hosting the Fall Fundraiser since 1993 to raise general funds 
for senior services and the NSC: Thelma McConnell Scholarship program. In recent years, we 
have been working hard to raise $3.5 million to expand our senior housing. The support of 
our community helps us guide our youth to continued education and model what community 
is all about in hopes that they will return with their gifts of knowledge. Historically, our 
Scholarship Committee awarded seven scholarships a year to college and trade schools. In 
2023, the committee voted to award 14 scholarships. What a blessing! 

We are honored to welcome Senator Lisa Murkowski to our center on Friday, November 1st. 
She will be visiting to view the build site slotted for the expansion of our senior housing,   
enjoy an amazing meal, and visit our community. Please join us in giving her a warm         
welcome and showing her the wonderful community we have built together. 

As we transition into the month of giving thanks, I want to express my deepest gratitude to 
all our members, volunteers, businesses, our amazing staff, board members, and everyone 
who has contributed. We have seen tremendous growth and success this year, and I am     
excited about the plans we are making for 2025. Your dedication and support have been   
instrumental in the growth and achievements of NSC. As the staff and I prepare to close the 
year and celebrate the holidays with you, I feel truly blessed to be part of such a wonderful 
community. 

Thank you for being a part of our journey. 

The Month of Giving Fundraising Campaign: Please keep NSC in your thoughts and prayers. 
Share our goal to expand needed senior housing. If you are blessed to be able to give          
financially in the coming months, know that your contribution would be a gift that will      
impact the life of not only a senior but those that will be blessed to know and support them. 
Your generous donation brings positive and impactful change in the community you live in. 
Thank you for your continued support and participation. Together, we make our senior    
center a wonderful place to be. 



 



Our Mardi Gras-themed night was as impressive as anticipated; we raised over $14,000 for the NSC    

Thelma McConnell Scholarship that supports Nikiski senior students with college or trade school tuition 

for the coming year.  All who joined left with a sense of joy and satisfaction, and the dinner and service 

were incredible.  The log cabin quilt finally left the foyer to its forever home.  Thank you to all who        

attended, volunteered, and graciously donated! We couldn't do it without you.  



Did you know we have              

transportation here at the center? 

This year our numbers have even  

doubled, ask us how to get a ride. 

Thank you Pam for your warm 

smile and friendly attitude and   

going above and beyond for our  

members. 

N.S.C. 



 

Thank you for your  

service! 

Veterans eat FREE  

Monday November 11th 

11:30am to 1:00pm 

Member Spotlight 
Helen, affectionately known as Poppy, grew up in 

the small town of Ludington on Lake Michigan after 

moving from Charlotte, N.C. when she was just a 

year old. Her father, a Navy veteran, worked on the 

car ferry on Lake Michigan. Helen has lived in   

Alaska for 3 İ years, currently residing with her 

daughter Cassie, son-in-law Matt, and their children 

Colton, Ella, and Levi. They are building a little 

house on the property, a project that excites her   

immensely. Her son Buck also came from Michigan 

to help with the construction. 

Helen has two children and five grandchildren. Her 

nickname, Poppy, originated from her grandson 

Coltonôs attempt to say ñGrammie,ò which stuck and 

became a beloved moniker. Her first job was as a 

dishwasher at the Airport Caf® in Ludington, a role 

she preferred over waitressing. 

 

In the late 70s, Helen moved to Mount Pleasant to 

attend Central Michigan University, where she   

pursued a degree in education. She taught for 30 

years, with 25 of those years dedicated to first 

grade, her favorite age group. Her all-time favorite          

vacation was to Hawaii, where she was captivated 

by the laid-back atmosphere, friendly people, and 

the warm, sunny weather. 

The invention that amazed Helen the most in her 

lifetime was the moon landing. Her advice to others 

is simple yet profound: ñBe kind!ò Her favorite 

Thanksgiving food is her momôs stuffing, and her 

favorite color is red, a sentiment tied to a cherished 

memory of painting a little wooden rocking chair 

with her grandpa. Helenôs favorite beverage is a 

Skinny Red Lotus with sugar-free coconut, which 

she describes as ñHawaii in a cup.ò 



 
Happy birthday to John and Lisa!  

And Happy Halloween guys, thank you for always 

bringing cheer and great outfits to the table!  

Lisa, thank you for your 

caring heart your great    

ideas and your bright 

smile. 

John, thank you for your  

wonderful attitude and your 

way of making work fun!  

NSC Board                

Meetings 2024 

November 20th  

January 8th, 2025  

December 2024  

meeting has been  

rescheduled for  

January 8th, 2025 
 

Service Area 

Board Meetings 

January 2025 
 

 

In support of local businesses and to give back to the 

community, NSC Staff attended the Soldotna     

Chamber Pie Auction Fundraiser for the second year 

in a row. Fun was had by all. 


